
           Bubbles  

1. Zardetto Spumanti Porta Monticano 2016 – 12 bottles per 
case  $240 

The Zardetto family has been producing Prosecco in the heart of the Conegliano 

Valdobbiadene DOCG of the Veneto since 1950. Today, the winery is run by the 

father and son team of Fabio and Filippo Zardetto. A few years ago, with higher 

grape price minimums for making Prosecco DOC and DOCG, they decided to 

introduce a new sparkling wine to appeal to the local bars of Conegliano-

Valdobbiadene; it was an instant hit. The backbone of the blend is Glera, which 

is the native grape of Prosecco, and it is blended with other indigenous Italian white varietals which even 

the most seasoned of wine critics will be unfamiliar with. This has much of the character of Prosecco but 

broader on the palate with a light, savoury finish. Simply delicious. 

Reds 

2. Château Mire L’Etang Rouge 2015 – 12 bottles per case  $240 

Less than a 2km from the Mediterranean and on the south side of the Clape massif, 

the vineyards of the Château Mire l'Etang benefit from a unique terroir. On very stony 

clay-limestone soils, the presence of the nearby sea makes it possible to balance a 

climate strongly impacted by drought. A traditional blend of Syrah, Mouvèdre and 

Grenache noir, this wine will appeal to those who are looking for a Gigondas yet have 

a Cotes du Rhône budget. There is a nice spiciness to this wine with scents of garrigue 

and succulent red and black fruits that follow on the silky palate. 

 
 

3. GinéGiné DOQ Priorat 2015 2015 – 12 bottles per case  $370 

Buil y Giné is a truly innovative, forward thinking producer with the drive and passion to bring Priorat to the 

wider market. Fronted by the dynamic Xavi Buil, whose family decided in the winter of 1996, to return to 

the tradition of Priorat wine making that had been part of their heritage. His Giné Giné Priorat has all the 

spice, mineral and fruit that one expects from the region but it also has youth, vibrancy and clean bright 

fruit that makes this such an appealing style. On the nose, it carries intense notes of flowers, fruits and 

minerals. On the palate this wine is fresh, very fruity, round, balanced and very long. 

4. Falchini Paretaio 2013 – 6 bottles per case  $235 

A supertuscan without a supersized price tag, the stuff dreams are made of... Brothers Michael and 

Christopher Falchini now run the estate that their father founded in 1968. Paretaio is the result of a careful 

selection of Sangiovese grapes, a smidge of Merlot and prudent use of barrique aging. This is classic 

Sangiovese: animal, leather and tobacco on the nose, with elegant mouth-filling cherry through the 

palate. A late note of licorice continues through the finish. The Merlot adds roundness to the palate and 

deepens the cherry core. This is a classic, subtle wine that should appeal to those who enjoy quality 
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Chianti and Vino Nobile. Drink now or, if you can resist temptation, cellar and enjoy over the next 10 

years. Year over year this wine wins medals at all the competitions it is submitted to 

 

5. Angeline Cabernet Sauvignon 2015 - 12 bottles per case  $340 
California’s North Coast has traditionally set the standard for Cabernet Sauvignon. Pockets of distinction, 

however, have risen throughout the coastal regions of the state. From the Sonoma Valley, which Angeline 

Vineyards calls home, to as far south as Monterey and Paso Robles, the winery integrates the diverse 

characteristics of these regions and their vineyards to produce a wine with finesse and balance. The result 

is this over-achieving Cab. The value is hard to beat. 
 

This is a very approachable, mellow wine – a pleasure for the Cabernet Sauvignon aficionado and casual red 

wine-drinker alike. The nose and palate are intense, with notes of baked cherries, ripe boysenberries, 

cinnamon, clove, and violets. The wine is grounded in earthy graphite and green tea leaves, with a slightly 

toasty, well-integrated finish. 

 

Whites 
 
6. Domaine des Hates Chablis AOC 2015 12 bottles per case  $410 
 
The budding wine enthusiasts and amateur meteorologists reading this will know that 

Chablis has had a tough few years. Hail in 2015 and 2016 decimated yields as did a 

late frost in 2017. Producers lost as much as 80% of their production. The silver lining 

being that the inclement weather did not impact quality. So, introducing Domaine des 

Hâtes. A curious name not normally found on a wine label but “hâtes” is an archaic 

french agricultural unit of measure, similar to the equally archaic english unit of 

measurement, “rod”; 160 square rods making an acre. It also refers to the road the winery is located 

along - Chemin des Hâtes - in the village of Maligny which lies just to the north of village of Chablis. 
 

Pierrick Laroche's first vintage in 2010 was awarded a top-rating of three stars by his homeland’s Guide 

Hachette, and the following releases were lauded by British MW Rosemary George when she “stumbled” 

upon them in 2012 at Chablis’s annual post-harvest wine fair. Prior to this he sold his fruit to the local 

cooperative. 

Pierrick may be something of a “new kid on the block”, but he has a long-term  plan for the land under his 

care. This is Chablis, where terroir is king, and Pierrick knows terroir: he manages vineyard holdings in Petit 

Chablis, Chablis, and the heart of Maligny’s Premier Cru Homme Mort with incredible care, and has an 

uncanny understanding of the land’s influence on his wines. His Chablis-classified vines grow in eight parcels 

covering 30 acres in the Maligny commune, with a few acres planted in the valley of Fontenay. The soils of 

Maligny are dense and clay-rich, lending a smoky, flinty character the the wines produced there. The 

vineyards are given every possible advantage, as Pierrick has eliminated the use of chemical applications, 

ploughs the rows by horse, and tends the vines by hand. 

Neal Martin writing for Robert Parker - 90 points "The 2015 Chablis Villages, matured for 14 months 

in stainless steel, has a detailed, wet-stone bouquet that unfolds nicely in the glass. The palate is well 

balanced, with crisp acidity, fine tension and admirable sappiness that keeps the taste buds salivating. I like 

the uncompromising nature of this Chablis village. This really is quite superb for a village cru." 

7. Astrolabe Awatere Valley Sauvignon Blanc 2016 – 12 bottles per case  $315 

Not to be confused with the Astrolabe Province Sauvignon Blanc 2016 that is currently in the LCBO, the 

‘Astrolabe Valleys’ series provide focus and clarity on Marlborough’s fast-emerging sub-regions. These wines 

highlight the attributes of individual sites and districts and their ensuing characteristics in the finished wines. 

This wine was produced from two vineyards in the Lower Dashwood and central southern Awatere Valley, 

Marlbrough. 



Native New Zealander and MW Bob Campbell scores this 95 points with the following commentary “Typically 

grassy Awatere Valley sauvignon blanc, with classic tomato leaf, nettle, chalky mineral and capsicum 

flavours. Nicely weighted wine with a dry, but not austere, texture. Impressive concentration and length” 

8. Hanging Vine Chardonnay Parcel #04 2015 – 12 bottles per case  $280 

Winemaker Larry Levin brings a lifetime of experience making wine at Icon Estates, where he oversaw the 

Franciscan, Mt. Veeder, Robert Mondavi, Estancia, Ravenswood, Quintessa and Ruffino brands. He has a lot 

of contacts within California where he can source great quality fruit at a price that makes Hanging Vine 

possible. This is a clean oak-light chardonnay. Lots of green apple and honeysuckle notes. A perfect aperitif 

Chardonnay or pair with lighter dishes, or just for unwinding at the end of the day. 
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